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SUB J : CURRENT GDR LINE ON THE SPD AND CDU/CSU 

1 . IN ITS REPORTING ON THE CURRENT FRG ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN, 
THE GDR MEDIA IS PRESSING ITS ATTACK ON THE CDU/CSU LEADER- 
SHIP WHILE IN GENERAL IS GOING EASY ON THE SPD. STATEMENTS 
BY SPD LEADERS IN SUPPORT OF THE CONTINUED NORMALIZATION 
OF FRG/GDR RELATIONS RECEIVE PROMINENT COVERAGE. THE SED 
PARTY ORGAN, NEUES DEUTSCHLAND (ND), FOR EXAMPLE, HAS 
COVERED RECENT REMARKS BY FRG CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT IN FAVOR 
OF A CONTINUATION OF SPD POLICIES SUPPORTING DETENTE MADE 
DURING A BUNDESTAG DEBATE APRIL 8 AND AT AN APRIL 10 SPD 
FOREIGN POLICY CONFERENCE IN BONN. THE SAME ARTICLE THAT 
REPORTS ON SCHMIDT'S APRIL 10 STATEMENT ALSO GIVES A 
REMARKABLY MILD ACCOUNT OF HIS REFERENCES TO THE 
FRG'S STRONG NATO TIES AND THE NEED FOR A GREATER 
ROLE FOR THE WEST GERMAN BUNDESWEHR. 
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2. IN THE SAME APRIL 12 EDITION OF ND, A SIGNED 
EDITORIAL TITLED "FIGHTING AGAINST WINDMILLS" ATTACKS 
CDU CHAIRMAN HELMUT KOHL FOR HIS "VERBAL AGGRESSION" 
AGAINST THE GDR AT GELSENKIRCHEN. REFERRING TO KOHL'S 
"GROWING ANTI-GDR CONCEPT". THE EDITORIAL STATES THAT 
"THE OLD WALL-BARBED WIRE SALAD" REMINISCENT OF THE 
COLD WAR WILL NOT HELP KOHL'S CAMPAIGN, FOR ON THE BASIS 
OF THE FRG/GDR BASIC TREATY NEGOTIATED BY THE 
PRESENT SPD GOVERNMENT, MILLIONS OF FRG CITIZENS CAN 
NOW FORM THEIR OWN IMAGE OF THE GDR THROUGH VISITS. 

THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES THAT THE GDR'S POLICY IS TO FURTHER 
NORMALIZE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE FRG AND THE GDR IN LINE 
WITH THE BASIC TREATY AND THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT AND 
NOTES THAT THE CDU DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE INTERESTED IN 
SUCH NORMALIZATIHC. 

3. COMMENT: THE GDR STILL HAS AN AMBIVALENT ATTITUDE 
TOWARD THE SPD. MANY PARTY FUNCTIONARIES WHO FELT 
THREATENED BY THEN SPD CHANCELLOR BRANDT'S POPULARITY 
AMONG THE EAST GERMAN CITIZENRY DURING THE EARLY DAYS 
OF OSTPOLITIK, HAVE LONG RESENTED THE "BRAND(T)SCHUETZ- 
WOCHE LITERALLY "FIRE PREVENTION WEEK" FIGURATIVELY "PROTECT 
BRANDT" CONCEPT OF GDR REPORTING ON THE FRG WHICH PRESCRIBES 
TREADING LIGHTLY WITH CRITICISM OF THE SPD. HOWEVER, 

THE GDR APPEARS INTERESTED ENOUGH IN THE MONETARY 
BENEFITS THAT HAVE RESULTED IN IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH 
THE PRESENT BONN GOVERNMENT TO CONTINUE MAKING A SHARP 
DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE SPD AND THE CDU/CSU IN ITS 
FRG MEDIA COVERAGE. IT APPARENTLY ALSO BELIEVES THAT 
A CDU/CSU VICTORY IN THE FRG FEDERAL ELECTIONS WOULD 
FORESHADOW A DIFFICULT PERIOD IN GDR/FRG RF.T .ATIONS. COOPER 
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